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1. Welcome and Introductions 

Julia Peek called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m. A quorum for the SEW was established 

at 9:16 a.m. 
 

2. Public Comment 

There were no public comments.  
 

3. Approval of July 29, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

Paul Parker motioned to approve the minutes, Gwen Taylor seconded, and the motion 

passed unanimously. 
 

4. SAMHSA [Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration] 

Presentation on SEW’s Role 

Damaris Richardson’s presentation is attached to these minutes under exhibit “A.” 
 

5. Presentation on Research Needs for PFS [Partnerships for Success] Continuation 

Application 

Martie Washington said SAPTA has the PFS Grant, and they are heading into the final year 

of a 5-year-long project. She said the main goal is to spend the allotted dollars in such a 

way to have the most impact on prescription drug misuse and abuse in the state of Nevada. 

She continued stating there is a big issue with opioid addictions in the state, and the 

majority of opioid addiction begins with prescription misuse. Ms. Washington stated she 

met with the Nevada OPHIE [Office of Public Health Informatics and Epidemiology] team, 

and they have gathered extensive data and have identified “hotspots” in Nevada to help 

determine where the funding should be concentrated within the state. 

Ms. Washington said that for the last 4 years the main focus has been on an awareness 

campaign, disposal issues, and working to make sure that everyone is aware of the PDMP 

[Prescription Drug Monitoring Program]. She stated there also has been some education 

given to prescribers to make sure they understand the issue. These actions, along with the 

passing of Senate Bill 459, are all examples of work that has been done to address the 

opioid issue. However, Ms. Washington stated there is still work to be done. 

Ms. Washington mentioned there are 3 groups working hard in Nevada over the last few 

years. Those groups include this group (SEW), the Multidisciplinary Prevention Advisory 

Committee (MPAC), and the Evidence-Based Practice Workgroup (EBW). Ms. 

Washington stated these 3 groups need to be working together. She said the SEW gathers 

the data, the MPAC takes the information from the SEW and identifies what the data 

shows, and the EBW looks at what practices have evidence behind them. 

Ms. Washington recommended members from MPAC attend SEW meetings, and she also 

recommended updates on MPAC and EBW be placed as a standing agenda item on future 

agendas. 
 

6. Update on Statewide Epi Profile 

Ms. Peek led the Workgroup through the table of contents to receive feedback on what 

information might be missing that would be useful to include. She stated a suggestion was 

made to include nation-wide data comparisons which would be added. The Workgroup had 

no other suggestions for additions. Ms. Peek stated that with no further suggestions, the 
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draft was ready for review. She added there may be merit in creating a subgroup to review 

the draft. 

Jennifer DeLett-Snyder motioned to create a subgroup to review the Epi Profile, Paul 

Parker seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 

Jennifer DeLett-Snyder, Marco Erickson, Ying Zang, Paul Parker, Natalie Presta, Jessica 

Flood, Denna Atkinson, Kathryn Barker and Lea Cartwright volunteered to be on the 

subgroup. 
 

7. Nominate and Appoint Chair and Co-Chair 

• James Kuzhippala 

Marco Erickson motioned to nominate and appoint James Kuzhippala, Ihsan Azzam 

seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

8. Nominate and Appoint New Members 

• Jim Jobin 

• Trey Delap 

Ihsan Azzam motioned to appoint Jim Jobin and Trey Delap to the Workgroup, Paul Parker 

seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

9. Discussion and Approval of Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

1. MPAC/EBW Updates 

2. Review and Approval of Final Draft of Statewide Epi Profile 

3. Nominate and Appoint New Member – Kathryn Barker 

4. Review TA Request – Strategic Planning Session with Damaris Richardson  

5. Review Strategic Planning Session with SEI [Social Entrepreneurs Inc.] for Bureau 

of Behavioral Health Wellness and Prevention (BHWP) 

Paul Parker motioned to approve the agenda items, Stephanie Pyle seconded, and the 

motion passed unanimously. 
 

10.  Public Comment 

Lea Cartwright said NPA [Nevada Psychology Association] and a few other healthcare 

organizations will be meeting to discuss how to use social media to raise awareness and 

promote healthcare-related topics on January 5th from 11:30 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. at 5400 Mill 

Street in Reno, Nevada. 
 

11. Adjournment 

Stephanie Pyle moved to adjourn the meeting, Marco Erickson seconded, and the meeting 

was adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 
 

  


